Tuesday, September 21, 2004
2 Corinthians 6:1 - 7:16

The first verse of chapter 6 properly begins with the word “and” (NASB). Paul continues his plea to the Corinthians to come to their senses and renew their dedication to God. Beginning in verse 4 Paul gives us a series of descriptions of his own ministry. Some are contrasts between what is real and what others claim (as in verse 8). Other verses reflect what the world would see in his life versus what the Spirit accomplishes in the same situations (verse 10, for example).  Then Paul renews his plea that they reject evil and claim what is good and God pleasing. Verses 15-17 seem to indicate that part of the problem in the church was the presence of idolaters and false teachers.


“Since” or “Therefore” begins chapter 7 and reminds us to reread the final verses of chapter 6 in conjunction with the first verses of chapter 7. The “therefore” relates to the promise and plea of God quoted by Paul. 


In verse 2 Paul encourages the congregation to recognize that the charges against him by some are unfounded and not worth consideration. Surely they are ready to welcome him as their God-appointed teacher, rejecting the false rumors filling their ears. He was greatly agitated as he awaited news of them in Macedonia and feared for their welfare, but Titus finally arrived with news that gave him comfort. The church was fighting against falsity in his behalf. 


In verses 8-9 Paul sounds like a loving parent who is thinking that his discipline was necessary and good, but that he was greatly saddened that it was necessary to chide them so that they might see their error and change. The sorrow that God’s word brings is good because it ultimately builds up the hearer. The sorrow that the worldly suffer does not offer relief, but ultimately ends in death. 

